Reading Fusion 2
Listening Transcript
Unit 1: Art Therapy
Focus on Testing: Listening

Man: 
What do you think about this painting?
Woman: 
It’s interesting. It reminds me of a magazine ad from the 1950s. 

Man: 
Maybe that was his inspiration. I remember seeing an exhibition of Harrington’s work 10 years ago. It was so blocky and dark. His work has certainly evolved since then.

Woman: 
It has, but I still think he has a long way to go. Other contemporary artists have worked in this type of ad motif, so I’d like to see Harrington work on his own aesthetic style. He has the talent to be great, but I’m not sure he has the motivation.
Unit 2: From Science Fiction to Reality
Focus on Testing: Listening

Thank you all for coming out on such a cold January afternoon. I’m pleased to announce that Alexis Labs, after a ten-year effort, has made a major breakthrough in brain-controlled devices. The X-Helmet, as we call it, allows a user to remotely control a machine using just his thoughts. The machine, be it a lawnmower, tractor, or tank, needs only be equipped with an X-Receiver. This breakthrough could profoundly impact day to day life, and its potential military uses are endless. I must point out that this triumph was made possible by the tireless dedication of our researchers. Please join me in giving them a well-deserved round of applause. 
Unit 3: Exporting Labor
Focus on Testing: Listening

Woman: 
Tom, guess what. Chuck Richards, the supervisor I told you about, offered me a position at Alpine Insurance. 
Man:
 That’s fantastic, Sue! I assume you took it?
Woman: 
Not yet. I told Mr. Richards I’d consider it and would let him know next week. Initially, I was ready to work there, but during the interview, he gave me more details about the job. One of the drawbacks is I’d need to spend 10 days a month in Mexico.

Man: 
That would be tough. Well, you’re smart, so I’m sure you could overcome the linguistic issues with a few classes. Being apart from your kids would be the biggest issue, I guess.
Unit 4: Celebrating the Earth
Focus on Testing: Listening

Forests are critical, since they strengthen the soil and stop the spread of deserts, to name two of their many benefits. Over the last 15 years, the forests of Vietnam have dramatically shrunk. In the face of rapid land clearing and urban development, numerous animal species have become endangered. In some regions, entire ecosystems are at risk. That’s why we’re here. The Vietnam Reforestation Fund was set up to purchase and restore clear-cut sections of land. Our five-year plan is to restore 10,000 hectares which were once thriving forests. But we need your help. With your contribution, we can, one hectare at a time, turn the situation around. So please donate generously.
Unit 5: Virtual Lives
Focus on Testing: Listening

Man: 
Hey Rebecca, a few of us are going to a party on Saturday. It’s at a really nice venue – out by the harbor. Paul, Jennifer, and Louise will be there. Do you want to come? 

Woman: 
Thanks for the offer, Mitch, but I’m not sure if I want to socialize with Jennifer. The last time we went out, she didn’t have any money, so I covered for her. She never paid me back.

Man: 
She probably just forgot. With her memory, it wouldn’t be the first time. Plus, you know how fickle she can be. Anyway, I’m sure if you remind her, she’ll have no problem paying you back.

Woman: 
Well, OK, if you say so. I haven’t seen Paul since he got married last year. It would be nice to catch up.

Unit 6: Kidults
Focus on Testing: Listening

Hi Alex, this is Vera Reynolds from Midwestern Vacations. I’ve found three short-term rental apartments in Chicago that meet your criteria. The first is downtown, and it rents for $2,400 per month. The second is near a university. It’s slightly larger, and the rent is less – only $2,000. The third is in a suburb to the north of the city. It’s spacious, and the view of the lake is remarkable. The monthly rent is even cheaper – just $1,800. Of course, there are pros and cons. I know you’ll need to be in the city a lot, so if you opt for the suburban place, it will take 45 minutes to reach downtown Chicago. Please call me to let me know which apartment sounds best, and I’ll send you more details via e-mail. 

Unit 7: Genetically Modified Food
Focus on Testing: Listening

Woman: 
I’ve tried everything, but my carrots and potatoes never survive. It’s strange, since my cucumbers, squash, and other vine plants are doing so well.

Man: 
 It looks like an insect problem. Some bugs feed on young root and tuber crops, so they don’t have a chance to mature and ripen. I’ve got some pesticides that would help.
Woman: 
Actually, I’m trying to keep things as organic as possible. Plus, I’m allergic to a lot of chemicals. Are there any other options?
Man: 
Well, there are natural soil additives that would boost the plants’ defenses. They’d also make the soil healthier.
Unit 8: Empires of the Stars
Focus on Testing: Listening

In economic news, Tecton Inc., a juggernaut in the mining industry, is reportedly planning to take over Chilean Metals. Analysts feel the acquisition would be a great asset for Tecton, which is well known for its silver and gold operations. Chilean is a smaller player, but they boast rights to a newly opened copper mine. It’s possible that the mine could be very lucrative over time. Observers believe this holding plays a key role in Tecton’s interest in Chilean Metals, even more so than the firm’s coal and aluminum reserves. Tecton has issued a press statement confirming they are in talks with their South American competitor. However, any deal would have to be approved by both firms’ boards of directors. 
Unit 9: Destination: Mars
Focus on Testing: Listening

Man: 
Have you come up with a concept for the drink package?
Woman: 
Yes, I have. Since it’s an energy drink, I was thinking of a space theme. We could have a couple of astronauts in space suits holding cans of our drink. Then we could have our logo orbiting the Earth, like a satellite.
Man: 
Not bad. Make sure to leave adequate room for the label, bar code, and nutritional information.
Woman: 
Not a problem. I was also thinking if we carry on with this concept, we could get one of the early space pioneers to appear on subsequent packages. With the recent interest in the moon and Mars, featuring a real astronaut could work out nicely.
Unit 10: Cross-Cultural Friendships
Focus on Testing: Listening

On next week’s Community Corner, we’ll talk to noted anthropologist Hans Schmidt about adjusting to life in a new country. Dr. Schmidt, who immigrated to Canada from Germany when he was 23, has written extensively on the experiences of immigrants. He’ll talk about the problems that inevitably arise as one transitions to life in a new home. He’ll also offer tips on issues such as conflict resolution and cross-cultural misunderstandings. Joining Dr. Schmidt will be two international university students – one from Greece, and the other from Brazil. They’ll discuss their own adjustments to life in Toronto. Finally, 30 minutes into the program, we’ll open the phone lines to callers for questions and comments. That’s Hans Schmidt on Community Corner, next Friday at 7 PM right here on station KRBC.
`

Unit 11: Muscle Memory
Focus on Testing: Listening

Woman: 
Greg, I’m glad you’re there. You won’t believe what just happened. I was walking home from work, and I saw a big car accident. 
Man: 
That’s terrible, Rose. Was anyone hurt?

Woman: 
Yes, a bike rider was hit. At first I tensed up because I was so nervous, but after a few seconds, I ran over to help him. The poor man wasn’t conscious. I knew I shouldn’t move him, so I called emergency assistance, and they sent an ambulance. 
Man: 
Good for you. Not moving him was the appropriate thing to do. Listen, Rose, you sound shaken up. I’m almost done fixing dinner. Why don’t you come over, and we can talk about it some more.
Unit 12: Maritime Piracy
Focus on Testing: Listening

Leonard Mitchell is the finest seaman I have ever worked with. Back in 1978, when South Seas Shipping was founded, he was literally our only captain. Over the next several years, he oversaw the lion’s share of our assignments. I’m proud to say I sailed with Captain Mitchell many times, and we never had an accident or incident of any sort, either at sea or in port. Through the fiercest of storms, you could count on Leonard to deliver you to safety and get the cargo there, on schedule. But all suns set, and it’s time for us to bid farewell to our dear captain, who is retiring after a brilliant career. So please put your hands together for a one-of-a-kind seaman, Captain Leonard Mitchell. 
Unit 13: The Science of Love
Focus on Testing: Listening

Man: 
I just got back from Paris. What a fascinating city!
Woman:
Lucky you. I was stuck in the office all weekend in not-so-romantic Cincinnati. So, tell me about the trip.

Man:
Actually, I spent most of the time walking around. Every neighborhood in Paris has its own identity, so some places have famous architecture, others have dozens of art galleries, and so on. Oh, one thing every area has is great restaurants. The French have a passion for good food – kind of like New Yorkers.
Woman:
 I’ve heard that. Paris sounds like a great place to visit, but Russia is at the top of my must-see list. If I ever came across a discounted plane ticket to Moscow, I’d buy it instantly!
Unit 14: The Homeless
Focus on Testing: Listening

Reports from yesterday’s massive earthquake in Guatemala paint a very grim picture. The death toll stands at 700, and authorities expect it to keep rising. The epicenter of the quake, which occurred last night at 11:32 PM, was 200 kilometers west of the capital, Guatemala City. Thousands of residents, either unable or too afraid to return to their homes, have taken shelter in Olympic City. Built for the Olympic Games in 1950, the complex now offers protection for the frightened families who huddle inside. The government has mobilized the country’s armed forces to assist in rescue and relief efforts. In the meantime, Guatemala City officials are struggling to restore electricity, running water, and other basic infrastructure.
Unit 15: Is the world ready for a single currency?
Focus on Testing: Listening

Woman: 
Have you seen today’s euro to US dollar exchange rate? 
Man: 
Unfortunately. The euro’s up another .5%. I still can’t believe it appreciated 2% last month. This month could be even worse!  
Woman: 
This is really going to hurt exports of our computer parts, especially with our South Korean competitors selling the same components for 15% less. The worst part of it is, the weak Korean won is making their parts even cheaper.
Man: 
I know. If the euro doesn’t stabilize by the fourth quarter, we’re going to be in trouble. I shudder to think how the board is going to react to the next earnings report. The exchange rate problem is going to hurt our bottom line, hard. 
Unit 16: The Future of Humanity
Focus on Testing: Listening

Good afternoon, and welcome to the New York Stock Exchange. My name is Amanda Sanchez, and I’ll be showing you around. The exchange was founded in 1792. Since then, it has grown into one of the world’s largest bourses, with the stocks of more than 3,000 American and foreign companies changing hands here. Whereas in the past all trading was done in person, electronic trading has radically changed the way we do business. The computers which process billions of daily trades are a technological marvel. However, there are still people working on the floor of the exchange, which is a flurry of activity once the opening bell rings. The NYSE is something of a city institution and has even been featured in Hollywood movies like Wall Street.
