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Short Articles for Reading Comprehension 2 Review Test 

 

Book 2 Unit 1-5  

 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. The car crash ______ were immediately taken to the hospital. 

a. victims* b. people c. agents d. paramedics 

 

2. They are ______ their recent victory. 

a. having b. to celebrate c. celebrating* d. performing 

 

3. Be careful to ______ a possible disaster. 

a. find  b. avoid* c. open  d. undo 

 

4. The Aztec Empire was ______ by Cortez. 

a. thrown b. conquering c. divided d. conquered* 

 

5. The first wave of Europeans drove ______ out to the desert areas. 

a. kangaroos b. aborigines* c. koalas  d. crocodiles 

 

 

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. As a ______ the tornado, a village was completely wiped out. 

a. result of* b. result by c. result on d. result with 

 

2. Anthony had to ______ his wife on his way home. 

a. find  b. pick up* c. recover d. pick out 

 

3. I have ______ problems than I used to have. 

a. some  b. little  c. less  d. fewer* 

 

4. The elderly person sent ______ a doctor. 

a. to  b. of  c. in  d. for* 

 

5. The math problem seemed easy, but ______ it was very difficult. 

a. always b. in fact* c. as fact d. for fact 
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C. Choose the best answer. 

 

The world’s most dangerous animals are, in fact, some of the smallest. Their danger comes 

from the venom that they inject into their victims when they bite them. Although the 

purpose of this venom is to kill prey that is to be eaten, it can also kill humans who get 

bitten when the animals feel threatened. 

Crocodiles and sharks are very dangerous, but they cause very few human fatalities. The 

most dangerous type of crocodile is the salt water crocodile of North Australia. Salt water 

crocodiles have been known to attack humans. However, such attacks are usually the victim’s 

own fault, as these crocodiles will only attack a human when its habitat is invaded. Likewise, 

sharks rarely attack humans unless provoked by them. 

Every year, thousands of people are affected by spider, snake, and jellyfish bites. There are 

between 2,500 and 3,000 different species of snakes in the world, and of these, over 600 are 

venomous. The toxicity of the venom varies considerably from snake to snake, as does the 

ability of the snake to inflict a wound. The Australian brown snake, for example, has highly 

toxic venom, but its mouth is so small that it cannot bite through thick clothing. 

 

1. What is the main purpose of venom? 

a. To kill prey* 

b. To show off 

c. To harm animals 

d. To defend the habitat 

 

2. When do venomous animals attack humans? 

   a. When they mistake humans for easy prey 

   b. When they feel threatened by humans* 

   c. When they want to show off their power 

   d. When they want to practice biting 

 

3. Why do crocodiles attack humans? 

   a. To inject venom 

   b. To eat the human 

   c. To defend their habitat* 

   d. To play with the human 
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4. Which is NOT venomous? 

   a. Jellyfish 

   b. Spiders 

   c. Salt water crocodiles* 

   d. Snakes 

 

5. What can you do to avoid a bite from an Australian brown snake? 

   a. Kill the snake 

   b. Wear thick clothing* 

   c. Run from the snake 

   d. Avoid certain places 

 

 

D. Choose the best answer. 

 

Australia gets very little rainfall in the interior of the island. As a result, this area is mostly 

desert and uninhabitable. Only the eastern coastal districts are highly populated. 

The first Australians were the Aborigines who came down from Asia about 40,000 years ago. 

The first Europeans to spot and land on Australia were the Dutch. However, Australia did not 

gain much attention until 1770 when James Cook claimed the eastern part of the island. In 

1788 the first British settlement was created on the shores of Port Jackson. Permanent 

colonization of Australia began in the nineteenth century, and since then People from all over 

the world have migrated to the island to live and work. 

Australia is famous for many things, such as the largest coral reef in the world, the Great 

Barrier Reef, and its unusual wildlife. The most popular animals are kangaroos, koalas, and 

wombats. These animals are marsupials, which are only found in Australia and parts of South 

America. The strangest Australian animal is the platypus. This is a monotreme. It lives in 

rivers and lay eggs. It is also very venomous and can cause severe pain to humans. 

 

1. Who came to Australia first? 

a. The Dutch 

b. The British 

c. The Aborigines* 

d. The Australians 
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2. When was Australia inhabited for the first time? 

   a. Forty thousand years ago* 

   b. In 1770 

   c. In 1780 

   d. In the 19th century 

 

3. Why do Australians like to live on the eastern coastal areas? 

   a. The climate of the areas is agreeable. 

   b. All the other areas are uninhabitable.* 

   c. The aborigines live in other areas. 

   d. White settlement started on the eastern coast. 

 

4. Which is different from the others? 

   a. Kangaroo 

   b. Koala 

   c. Wombat 

   d. Platypus* 

 

5. What is one of the great natural wonders in Australia? 

   a. The desert 

   b. The Great Barrier Reef* 

   c. The platypus 

   d. The kangaroo 
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Book 2 Unit 6-10  

 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. There have been a lot of ______ about the new theory. 

a. word  b. debates* c. evidence d. proof 

 

2. Through the Louisiana Purchase, the US ______ its land to the Rocky Mountains. 

a. extended* b. made  c. bought d. got 

 

3. Poor ______ may cause a severe problem in your body. 

a. circulation* b. circus  c. circuit  d. circuitry 

 

4. Native Americans were the first to collect maple tree ______ in spring. 

a. branches b. roots  c. sap*  d. leaves 

 

5. Anthony inherited a small ______ from his aunt. 

a. money b. child  c. river  d. fortune* 

 

 

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. Susan was frightened ______. 

a. indeed* b. very  c. quite  d. rather 

 

2. It’s no ______ talking to Jim—he never listens. 

a. dangerous b. good*  c. useful  d. effective 

 

3. We were ______ not to take the medicine. 

a. said  b. told*  c. given  d. led 

 

4. ______ comes first will be served first. 

a. Whichever b. Whatever c. Wherever d. Whoever* 

 

5. Even ______ he was sick, John volunteered for the army. 

a. that  b. which  c. though* d. what 
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C. Choose the best answer. 

 

Most people believe that the game of chess was first played in India. The evidence for this is 

that the game is mentioned around the sixth century in Sanskrit texts, the written language 

of ancient India. However, other sources state that chess originated in China as early as the 

second century BCE. This is eight centuries before it is mentioned in Indian texts. No 

concrete evidence has been found to suggest the exact roots of chess. Which culture the 

game is derived is still open for debate. 

By the year 1000, chess had spread throughout Europe. There the current form of chess 

developed in the late fifteenth century. Competitive chess began to be played around 1834 

and the first modern international chess tournament was held in London, England in 1851. 

After this time, chess’ popularity increased worldwide.  

Most reference books still state that chess was an Indian invention even though Sam Sloan, 

a chess historian, had provided evidence to the contrary. Part of the problem is that there 

are so many different kinds of chess. However, Sloan argues that this doesn’t matter as they 

can all be traced back to the original Chinese game. 

 

1. What is the evidence that chess was first played in India? 

a. Sanskrit texts* 

b. Some Chinese sources 

c. Records of competitions 

d. Chess historians’ claims 

 

2. When did people start to play chess? 

   a. 6th century CE 

   b. 2nd century BCE* 

   c. 1000 CE 

   d. 1834 CE 

 

3. When was the current form of chess developed? 

   a. 6th century 

   b. 10th century 

   c. 15th century* 

   d. 19th century 
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4. When did people begin to play competitive chess? 

   a. 600 

   b. 1000 

   c. 1835* 

   d. 1851 

 

5. Who supports the Chinese origin of chess? 

   a. Indians 

   b. Europeans 

   c. Sanskrit writers 

   d. Sam Sloan* 

 

 

D. Choose the best answer. 

 

The time may be 10 a.m. in Beijing and 2 a.m. in New York, but both of these times are 

based on the same time—Greenwich Mean Time. This is because in 1884 many nations met 

to decide how to avoid the confusion caused by almost every town having its own time. 

When people didn’t travel great distances, it was not very important that the time was 

different wherever they went. However, as soon as there were railways and communication 

networks, it became necessary to have a system of telling time that would make railway 

timetables possible. 

Such a system was devised by Sir Sandford Fleming (1827-1915). Born in Scotland, Fleming 

moved to Canada in 1845 and became a Canadian railway engineer. He organized a 

conference in 1884 in which nations from all over the world met. Fleming suggested that 

there should be 24 meridians—lines of longitude—dividing the world into 24 time zones. The 

zero meridian would pass through the village of Greenwich near London. The time at 

Greenwich would be called Greenwich Mean Time, and at each of the twenty-four meridian 

lines, the time would go forwards or backwards by one hour. Standard time officially came 

into existence in 1844, and since then GMT has been the center of time-keeping for all 

nations. 

 

1. Who devised Greenwich Mean Time? 

a. Sandford Fleming* 

b. Representatives from many nations 

c. A Canadian railway company 
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d. Railway engineers in Canada 

 

2. How many time zones does our planet have? 

   a. 12 

   b. 24* 

   c. 36 

   d. 48 

 

3. When did GMT officially come into existence? 

   a. 1827 

   b. 1845 

   c. 1884* 

   d. 1915 

 

4. How did people tell the time difference before GMT? 

   a. Each city had its own time. 

   b. People didn’t need to know the time difference. 

   c. People traveled great distances to find out. 

   d. There was no way to tell the time difference.* 

 

5. Which of the following made standard time necessary? 

   a. An international conference 

   b. Railways* 

   c. Fleming 

   d. People in Greenwich 
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Book 2 Unit 11-15  

 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. Endangered animals are hard to find in ______. 

a. the wild* b. the park c. captivity d. time 

 

2. James decided to pursue a military ______. 

a. rank  b. training c. career* d. man 

 

3. Tom was ______ for the accident. 

a. known b. responsible* c. possible d. responsive 

 

4. You can hear the ______ of your voice in a cave. 

a. reactions b. bounces c. sounds d. echoes* 

 

5. The flood ______ everything in its path. 

a. destroyed* b. soaked c. removed d. put aside 

 

 

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. ______ you can finish the work. No one else can. 

a. Only*  b. Barely c. Merely d. Simply 

 

2. Mr. Thomson is ______ of employees. 

a. charge b. in change c. in charge* d. charged 

 

3. Michael gradually moved ______ in the motor racing world. 

a. on  b. up*  c. onto  d. away 

 

4. The board of trustees ______ an important plan. 

a. worked out* b. worked in c. worked away d. work down 

 

5. Potatoes ______ in Peru and Bolivia. 

a. found  b. cooked c. came  d. originated* 
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C. Choose the best answer. 

 

The Chinese alligator lives in the lower part of Yangtze River. However, the Chinese alligator 

is an endangered species. This rare species is very small. It grows to only five to seven feet 

long. It is fully armored, even the belly. 

The Chinese alligator can usually be found in freshwater livers and ponds. The current 

problem is the depletion of this species’ habitat for agricultural use. As a result, the alligator 

population has decreased. Also, the ponds in which these alligators live are now used by 

farmers for raising ducks and fish farming. They are nuisance to the farmers because they 

eat ducks and the fish. Local people do not really care that these alligators are an important 

part of the environment and Chinese culture. 

Fortunately, the Chinese government is doing everything it can to save this species of 

alligator from extinction. There is now a successful breeding program with several thousand 

Chinese alligators in captivity. It is estimated that the captive alligator population is over 

10,000. 

 

1. Where is the natural habitat of Chinese alligator? 

a. Ponds throughout China 

b. Yangtze and Yellow rivers 

c. Alligator farms 

d. The lower part of Yangtze River* 

 

2. How long do Chinese alligators grow? 

   a. About five feet 

   b. Five to seven feet* 

   c. Five to seven meters 

   d. Less than five feet 

 

3. What is the cause of the depletion of alligators’ habitat? 

   a. Expanding farming areas* 

   b. Hunting alligators for food 

   c. Lack of food 

   d. Being a nuisance to farmers 

 

4. What purpose do farmers use the alligator ponds for? 
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   a. Growing crops 

   b. Fish farming* 

   c. Constructing buildings 

   d. Boating 

 

5. What is the Chinese government doing to save the species? 

   a. Stopping fish farming 

   b. Killing natural enemies of alligators 

   c. Banning hunting alligator for food 

   d. Breeding alligators in captivity* 

 

 

D. Choose the best answer. 

 

Michael Schumacher was born in1969 in Hurth, Germany. He began karting at a very young 

age. Karts are small racing vehicles. Even children are allowed to drive around special karting 

tracks. Michael was the youngest member to join the karting club near his home. 

Michael’s father built him his first kart, and he soon won his first club championship at the 

age of six. In 1980, when Michael was eleven, his father took him to Belgium o the World 

Karting Championship. Michael decided then that he wanted to make motor racing his career. 

Four years later, he won the German Junior Karting Championship. By 1987, Michael had 

become the German and European Kart Champion. 

It was now time for Michael to begin his career on the race track. To do this, he needed 

sponsors. Fortunately, he soon found them, and over the next few years he gradually moved 

up in the motor racing world. Eventually, he joined a Formula One team. In 1994, Michael 

became a World Champion, which he repeated a year later. He joined the Ferrari team in 

1996 and drove to many victories. He is a seven-time World champion and has over ninety 

career wins. Michael retired in 2006 as, what many believe, the world’s finest race car driver. 

 

1. How old was Michael when he won first club championship? 

a. Four years old 

b. Six years old* 

c. Eleven years old 

d. Fifteen years old 

 

2. When did Michael win the German Junior Karting Championship? 
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a. 1969 

b. 1980 

c. 1984* 

d. 1987 

 

3. When did Michael become the German and European Kart Champion? 

a. 1969 

b. 1980 

c. 1984 

d. 1987* 

 

4. How many times did Michael win in his career? 

   a. Seven 

   b. Ninety 

   c. Fewer than ninety 

   d. More than ninety* 

 

5. When did Michael first become the Formula One World Champion? 

   a. 1987 

   b. 1994* 

   c. 1996 

   d. 2006 
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Book 2 Unit 16-20  

 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. The weatherman warned us about the ______ power of the tornado. 

a. destructive* b. known c. famous d. noted 

 

2. The Black Death ______ swept through Europe. 

a. dying  b. destruction c. epidemic* d. studies 

 

3. Zeus is the ______ king of the gods. 

a. able  b. mythical* c. fairy-tale d. mighty 

 

4. There are a number of ______ tribes in the Amazon rainforest. 

a. ancient b. brave  c. naked  d. primitive* 

 

5. Toxic clouds from heavy industries pollute the ______. 

a. atmosphere* b. planet c. rivers  d. us 

 

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. Small birds are ______ in the tree; tweet, tweet. 

a. crying  b. barking c. chirping* d. baaing 

 

2. The flu is a very ______ disease. 

a. contagious* b. easy  c. acute  d. critical 

 

3. Dr. Simpson is a famous professor and a respected ______. 

a. people b. academic* c. student d. follower 

 

4. Last year, many people died ______ the flu. 

a. with   b. of*  c. as  d. up 

 

5. The local government is trying to preserve the historic ______. 

a. scene  c. spot  c. space  d. site* 
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C. Choose the best answer. 

 

Easter Island, one of the world’s most isolated islands, lies in the south-eastern Pacific Ocean 

about 3,600 kilometers west of mainland Chile. The island is named after Easter Sunday 

because it was discovered on this day in1722 by Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen. Inhabited 

by Polynesians since 300 or 400 CE, Easter Island is now a World Heritage Site. 

The most amazing sight on the island is the giant statues carved out of volcanic rock. These 

massive stone figures have made Easter Island a famous site. There were hundreds of these 

statues when the island was first discovered by Europeans. They were probably made by 

Polynesians between about 1000 and 1600 CE. These huge statues were between ten and 

forty feet high and weighed up to fifty tons or more. 

One mystery surrounding these statues is how the primitive Polynesians, using only the 

simplest stone tools, carved and then moved these statues. The answer seems to be that 

they were pulled along rails made from trees by hundreds of people working together. This 

could also be the reason why trees are so sparse on the island. 

 

1. Easter Island is _________. 

a. an independent state 

b. an uninhibited island 

c. a territory of Chile* 

d. a small island in the Atlantic 

 

2. How did the island get its name? 

   a. It is located in the eastern part of the Pacific. 

   b. It was first discovered on the Easter Sunday.* 

   c. Visitors loved to celebrate Easter on the island. 

   d. It is open to tourists only on Easter Sunday. 

 

3. What made the island a World Heritage Site? 

   a. It is isolated from the mainland. 

   b. There are mysterious statues.* 

   c. The native people live a Stone Age life. 

   d. A Dutchman made it possible. 

 

4. How long did it take to carve all the statues? 

   a. About six months 
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   b. About six years 

   c. About sixty years 

   d. About six centuries* 

 

5. How did the natives move the statues? 

   a. By using wood rails* 

   b. By lifting them high 

   c. By rolling them 

   d. By dragging them 

 

 

D. Choose the best answer. 

 

Animals communicate with one another in four different ways: by sight (visual 

communication), by sound (auditory communication), by touch (tactile communication), and 

by smell (chemical communication). In this way, animals are not different from humans. The 

main difference is the quality of each kind of communication. 

There are two kinds of visual communication. One is called “badges” and refers to the color 

and shape of the animal. For instance, the brighter the feathers of a male bird, the healthier 

it is. This can help females pick a male bird as a mate. The other is called “displays” and 

refers to animal behavior that can attract a mate or warn off an enemy. An example is the 

way a male peacock spreads his tail and performs a dance to attract a female. 

Most animal communication uses sound. Auditory communication can include the call of a 

bird, the roar of a lion, the song of a whale, and the “speech” of some animals. Chimps 

chatter and screech and make noises that have different meanings, such as attracting mates 

or warning predators. 

Touch is important to many animals. It is used to show comfort or to establish bonds or 

dominance. For instance, mother tigers lick their babies, chimps groom each other, and cats 

rub themselves against humans to show affection. 

 

1. How many ways do animals communicate? 

a. Two 

b. Three 

c. Four* 

d. Five 
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2. How many kinds of visual communication are there? 

a. two* 

b. three 

c. four 

d. five 

 

3. Unlike badges, displays involve _________. 

   a. color 

   b. shape 

   c. comfort 

   d. behavior* 

 

4. Chimps warn predators through ________. 

   a. sight 

   b. sound* 

   c. smell 

   d. touch 

 

5. Which is NOT used as a way of animal communication? 

   a. Sight 

   b. Smell 

   c. Taste* 

   d. Sound 

 


